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 How to Measure for Drapes 

You will need:  
A retractable metal measuring tape  
A pencil  
A paper pad 

It is a good idea to get curtain rods and fix them in place before you order 
your curtains. 

 

A: Outside window frame to 
    outside frame 
 
B: Top window frame to bottom 
    of frame 
 
C: Top  of pole to top of 
    molding 
 
D: Bottom of ring to floor 
 
E: Top  of pole to top to floor 
 
F: Width of pole - NOT including 
    finials 
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Measuring length 

How high to set the rod?  Panels should be about 4-6” above the top of the 
window opening or molding. You can also mount the rod up to the crown 
molding or ceiling to add height to the room - a great idea for rooms with 8’ 
ceilings.   

Rod Pocket Panels: Measure from the top of the pole to the floor ( E)  Note 
that there is some rod “take-up” when the material is gathered onto the 
pole. Add 1” for smaller rods and 2” for rods 2” in diameter or larger. 

Panels hung from rings: Measure from the bottom of the ring to the floor (D) 
or to your desired length.   If using rings with clips, measure from the clip to 
your desired length..  Set the pole high enough that the bottom of the ring is 
above the window molding.  

Grommet Tops: Add 1” above the top of the rod for grommet allowance. 

 
 
 
 

 


